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THE 


PREFACE 


\T O THE 


REA DER. 


T HE Depgn of the OY 


Treatiſe is in general to repre- 

ſent the Conſtitution , ue] 
pline, Unity and: Worſhip of the Pri- 
mitive Church, that flouriſtfd within the 


fiſt Three Hundred Nears after Chriſt; 


| but more particularly and eſpecially to 
} deſcribe their Opinions and Pradices, 


with reſpe@ to thoſe things, that are now 


unhappil controverted between thoſe of 


theſe 


ngdoms, who are commonly 


1 known by the Names .of Church of 
M England-men, Presbyterians , Inde- 
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The Preface. | | 

pendents and Anabaptiſts 3 for which 
reaſon it. comes to paſs, that to thoſe 
Points, concerning which there is no 

difference amongſt as, 1 have not ſpo- 
then ſo largely as otherwiſe I might have 
done, and ſome other Cuſtoms of theirs 
© T hau@not mentioned at all, becauſe now 

 wegleFed and diſuſed by us. | 
| What I have written as to this Sub- 
je@, I have wholly colleFed ont of the | 
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Genuine and nnqueStionably Authentich, | 
Writings of thoſe Ages , that are now | 
extant, making uſe of 20 other Wri- { 
tings what oever, except the Eccleſta- . 
ftical Hiftory of Euſebins, which was | 
writ in the beginning of the Fourth Age, | 
and relates only thoſe Aﬀairs that were 
tranſaed in the Three former, beyond 1 . 
the Period of which time this Enquiry ; 
doth not reach : wut is wholly limited | 
thereby, and confined thereunto.- That | 
which hath been thus colleFed, has been | 
done, 1 hope with the greateſt Impartias| 
lity and Fidelity, without any. prepoſ- | 
ſeſſron of Mind,or any fraudulent deal- | 
* ing whatſoever, which the Reader may \ 
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The Preface; 
the ſooner believe, and: the eaſier be 
convinced of, ſince for the- clearer Des 


 mnouſtration 'of my Faithfulneſs "and 


Oxrnprejudicedneſs herein, I have taker 


| Care to print in the Margent the Origi- 


nal Words of all the Paſſages that I 
have cited; at leaſt of all that are ne- 
ceſſary, together with the very Pages 
whence 1 fetch'd them, that ſo the Rea- 


der turning to the Pages mentioned 


_ inthoſe Editions that I uſe, (which E- 
ditions I ſhall ſet down at the end of 


this Preface.) and finding it according 
to my Quotations, may the more readily 
be perſwaded,;that throughout this whole 
Tra# I have been every way honeſt and 
unbyaſs d. . > he 

And as 1 have faithfully and im- 
partially colleFed theſe Obſervations, 
ſo I have.as modeſtly and unconcernedly 
repreſented them, avoiding all Words 
or Speeches that might ſeem to carry 
the least ſharpneſs or RefleFion in'thent, 
and have as nakedly expreſſed them, 
declining all affeFed or pompous Ex-. 
preſſaons, contenting my. ſelf with thoſe, 
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The Preface. 
Terms, that moſt naturally ſerve to ren 
der the Truth more perſpicuous and evis 
dent} according to the Obſervation of 
_ Clemens Alexan» 
7 AG 4 daSdas dFinus, * He'that 
ppt 7J 35- 3- - would deliver the 
Prans x, $egrnd © mv "HRP 
cafe raaddbe Tar Trath, ought not 
Lg Fanny FTIR: ſtudiouſly to af- 
es HNve : © "PU _—_ I . 
Ts Sromar. td. , P. fect an Elegancy 
263. of Expreſljon, but 
| ' only to uſe fach 
Words, whereby he may render 
what he means intelligible. N 
Whether all, or ſome, or nont of t 
ollowing Primitive Cuſtoms may be 


changed by-the Civil Magiſtrate, or-by 


a Conuocatioual Aſſembly, I pretend not 
here to handle; my Deſign at preſent 


zs only to ſearch into matter of Fas, 


to find out what were the ſages of 
the Ancient Church within the firſt . 


Three Hundred Years after Chrifs for, 
45 was ſaid before, no lower do I intend 
to go, which after the moſt impartial 
and ſerious Enquiry I find to be accord- 
ing to the enſuing Treatiſe, in the pen- 

ning 
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The Preface; 
ing whereof 1 have evoided all Pro- 
lixity and Tediouſneſs, and for that 
end omitting to anſwer ſeveral Obje- 


' Fions, that I know may be made againſt 


ſeveral things which I have here aſſert- 
ed, mine Intention being briefly and 
perſpicuouſly to prove what 1 judge to be 
the true PradGice of ' the. Primitive 


Church, as to thoſe Points now diſputed 


by us. yp 
17" for the Occaſion of my Publiſhing 
this Treatiſe, it cannot be imagined tg 
proceed-from a Spirit of Vanity or: Aut» 
bition,” fence I ſo far conceal my Name, 


. as that ever my Bookſeller knows. not 


who I ans 5 much leſs, I hope, will it be 
conſtrued by any, to proceed from a Spi- 
rit of Contention and Animoſity, from 
an ill Deſign to foment and encreaſe 
our preſent Fewds and Diviſions, ſaree 
1 aſſure the whole World, our unnatural 
Dnarrels do ſo much afflit and trouble 
me, 4s that I would ſacrifice not only 
this Book, but alſs all that T either ane 
or have, if thereby 1 might be an happy 
Inſtrument to compoſe and heal thees. 
A4 


But 


The Preface. bs 
But amongſt other Reaſons, theſe two 
were the chiefeſt that f wayed. me 'here- 
unto, To inform others,and; To inform 
| my ſelf: To inform others what the 
PradGices of the Primitive - Apoſtolick 
Churches were, if any ſhall: be.inquiſe- 


tive and deſirous to know them 5 or , if 


1 am miilaken, (as who is. without his 


Errors 2) tobe better inſormed my ſelf, 
whieh, 1 muſt needs confeſs, was that 
_ which I chiefly. dejigned in the Publi- 
cation hereof 5. wherefore: without any 
Oftentation 03: challenging, but uinfeign- 
_ ealy and ſincerely 4o prevent.” miſtakes 
11 ny younger Tears, I: humbly 'defire, 
(5f the Requeſt \be not tao: bold,) and 
ſhall heartilyothank 'any Learned. Per- 
for, thut »will'be ſo kind'as to inforne 
me, if he knows: me to have erred in 
"any ene," or more Particulars, which he 
. may do,either Publickly, or if he thinks 
fit; Privately, by Letter to. my Book- 
ſeller, who will convey it ſafely to my 
Hands; and if any one that" finds me 


deceived in any one or more Points, will 


| Favour me ſo far, as to undertake ſuch 
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The Preface: 


4 trouble, I ſhould” deſire theſe few 
things of. him,” That he would be plea- 


ſed,. as © have done,” to uſe .only thoſe 


Writings that were compoſed within my 
preſcribed time, and if poſſeble, the ſame 
Editions, and not only to form Obje- 
Fions again} what I have written, but 
alſo. to anſwer, or . rather to.. give . me 
another Senſe of- thoſe Paſſages. which I 
bave- cited, and then I promiſe, if my 
Miſtakes are fairly, ſhewy,.. 1. will not 


pertinaciouſly and obſtinately defend 


them, but moſt willingly and thank /ully 
renounce them, ſince my Deſign is, not. 


to defend a Party, but to ſearch out the 


Truth. | 


I have but one thing more to add in 
this Prefqce.,and that is that when [ firſt 
reſolved on the printing of this Trea- 
tiſe, I deſigned to have publiſhed my 
Obſervations - on the fourth general 
Head propounded in the Title Page to 
be enquired into, viz. The Worſhip of 
the Þrimitive Church as well. as now 
I have done thoſe on the three "former, 
but for ſome Reaſons I have reſerved 

'e this 
EF 


The Preface. + | 
this for a particular TraF by its ſelf, | 
which probably; though I do not abſo- 
tutely promiſe it, may in a little time 
more be alſo publiſhed 5 and that the ra- 
ther, becauſe in this Part I have made 
iwo or three References 'thereanto , 
which T thought good to acquaint the 
Reader with, that ſo if he cannot find 
ſome things that 1 have referred to in 
this Treatiſe, be may > they are 


to be met with in the enſuing one. 


The Primitive Authors mentioned 

 m this Treatlſe, together with” 
thoſe Editions that 1 have made 
uſe of, are as follow. . 


Q & Tenatii | Eoiffole Cath 
Quarto,Edit. Iſacs Vaſji. Arſte- 
lodam. 1646. 

S, Barnabe Epiſtola C atholies, Edit. 
ad Calcees S. 1gnatii, * Quarto. Amfte- 
lodarn. 1646. 

S: Clementis Romani Epiftols Ore- 
co-T.atin. Qnarto Edit. Patricii "Jes 
Oxonni, 1633. © 

S. Jrenes Opera, Folio. Edit: Nie 
Geleſs, Genevz, 1580. 

S. Ju ,= Martyris Opera Greco- 
olio. Coloniz, 1686. 
"Sp ſtola Plinit Secund; Trajano Im- 


peratorz 


Authors Cited in this Treatiſe; 


peratori de Chriſtianis in fronte Ope- 
rum Tuftin. Martyr. Colon. 1686. 

Clementis Alexandrini Opera, Folio 
Edit. Heinſfi. Lugdun. Batav. 1616. 

Tertulliani ws, Folio. Edit. Pariſ. 
1580. . 

Novetioni De Frinitate mY De. Ci- 
bis Judaicis #ter Opera. Tertulliani. E- 
dit, Pariſ. 1580. . 

Cypriani Opera, Folio. Edit. Sine, Gou- 
lart. apud Johan. le Preux. 159 3. 
 VitaCypriani per Pontium ejus Di- 
aconum. In fronte Oper. Cyprian. Eat. 
Goulart. 1593. 

Fragmentum Vifforini Petevionenſs 
De Fabrica Mundi, pag. 103, 104. 
Hiſtor. literar:. Dr:S:Cave, Edit. Folio. 
Londini, 1688. * 

| Mimicii Felices Of avins Edit. ad 
Calcem Tertullian. Apolog. per Deftderi- 
um Heraldum. Duarto. Parif. 1613. 

Origenis Commentaria omnia que 
'- Wit Reperinntur, Edit. de Huctii. 
2'Vol. Folio. Rothomagi. 1668. 

Originis contra Celſum, Libri OF, 
Sp ju dem Philocalia Greco-Latin. 


Edit.” 
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Authors Gited in this Treatiſe. 


i Edit. Quarto., per Gulielne. Spencer. 
Cantabrigiz, 1677. 

Originis met, ws, ſen, De Oratio- 
ne. Greco: Latin. OFZquo. Oxonii. 
1685. | 
' As for thoſe other Works of Orz« 
ger which are extant only in. Latin, 
[ have made no uſe at all of thoſe of 
Ruffir's Tranſlation;extepthis Creed, 
fince in them: we know not ' which 
we read, whether Origen or Ruffe ; 


"and as for thoſe which were tranſla- 


ted by more faithful Hands, I have 
uſed the Editions of Merliz or Eraſ- 
24s, without nominating the Page. 

Eyuſebii Pamphili Eccleſiaſtica Hip iſto- 
ria Grece-Latin. Folio. Edit. Henric. 
Valeſ. Pariſ. 1659. IT have read on- 
ly the Seven firſt Books of Exſebis's 
Hiſtory, becauſe' the three others go 
beyond my limited Time. 

As for the Writings of S. Gregory 
of Neoceſarea, they are but few, and 
from - thence I, have taken nothing 
but his Creed, ſo that there is no 
necd to mention any Edition of his 

Works 


/ 


Anthors Cited in this Treatiſe. 
Works. The fame I may fay alſo 


of the ſhort Epiſtle of Pohcarp, 
which. I have cited but once, and 


therem have uſed the Verſion of 
Dr. Gong extant 1n his Apoſtolicz, pag. 


Tay; 2 © 
There are yet ſome other Fathers 
whoſe remaining Trads I have read, 
. as Theophilus Artiochenns , Athenag 0- 
ras, &c.i who are not cited in this 
Treatiſe; becauſe I have found no- 
thing 'm them pertinent to my De- 
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Books Printed for , -and Sold by Jonathan 
Robinſon at the Golden Lion, and John 
Wyat at the Roſe in St. Paul's Church- 


yard, 


PraQtical Expoſition on the Ten Cormmand-' 
A ments, with other Sermons. By the Righr 
Reverend Father in God Ezekiel Hopkins, late Lord 
Biſhop of London-Derry. | | 

' The New State of England, under Their Majefties 
King William and Queen Mary : In three Parts. 
he Firſt contains'a particular Deſcription of 
England, in its ſeveral Counties': Of every County-. 
Town, with the Diſtance and Common Road to it 
from London : As alſo a Liſt of rhe Market-Towns 
in every Shire, with the Days when their Markets 
are kept : The Honours or Noblemens Titles from 
Counties, Cities, Towns or Mannors, with the 
number of Men each City or Burrovgh ſends to 
ſerye in Parliament. 

The' Second Treats of the Inhabitants of England, 
their Complexion, Temper, Genius, Language,&c. 
of the Engliſh Way of Living, their Coinmetrce, 
Laws, Religion and Government : -Of the preſent 


| King and Queen : A Relation of theis Acceſſion to 


the Crown : Of their Court, Forces and Revenues: 
Of the Nobility, worm £ Oc. | 

The Third Treats of the Courts, of Judicature, 
viz. The High Court of Parliament, Privy Coun- 
cil, Cfancery, Kings-Bench, Common Pleas,Exche- 
quer, Dutchy of Lancaſter, and 'all other Comrts : 
With a Catalogue of the Chief Perſons in the 
Realm, both in Church and State, Magiſtrates and 
OfficersCivil and Military. 


-"BRRAT 4: 


P*e 15. line 8; and 1.23. r. Tertullian. p.29.1.24. 
r. bread. p:41.1.23. r. one, p. 43. 1.18. r. Synod. 
P44 l.19. r. Anterus. p.55.1.21: r. competent. p. 59. 


17. Tr. Office. p.71. 1.2-r. ſomuch. p.71. 1.3, rf. Schiſ. * 
. matical: p.163..1.23. r. then. p. 169. 1.8. r. reinds- 


#ien. p.195.1.1 5. after Biſbop r. ;of.. p. 196. 1.26; r. 

each't. p. 206; 19. dele if. p. 207. 1.4. x. Therapins. 
p:*t5..1.21. or r. and, p.219. 1.12, r. Sun, 'p.230.1.16. 
r. their, * S571 | 


 ERRATA 7» the Margin. 


A Pagin3 9. lined 7. lege Se101Paupdywy. pts, 1.10. 


\ 


/ 1 Ex, mop wanker. P. 25.1 14. 1. Sregnpare. 
PG Lak. L: ouyeAguors. P27. 1.6. 1. xenSa. P. 33. 


$3. 1 aſiſtentis. p.39. 1.4 1. $voracngis. p. 48.1. 10. 
I. Fraternitate.. p.69:1. 4. 1. Ygam] nov. Fo 18. 1.3, 
L. &yJegmilv. p: 124. 1.29.1. Geneſ. p.160 1.11.lsÞs. 


p.216. 12: adde, & honore mutuo cuftodierunt. A- 


pud Cyprian. 'Epiſt. 75. .$.6. p:237. p. 225. I. 1. 
I. Auxote -  - # Pf Hers nigh 


The Reader is deſired to excuſ, e or corre any the, 
Faults he may meet withal, the Author having not 


ſeen all the Sheess: 
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An Enquiry into the Conſtituti- 
_ on, Diſcipline, Unity, and 
Worſhip of the Primitive 

Church. ' | 
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SF 1. The various Significations of the Word 

Church. $ 2. A particular Church the 
Chief Subje of the enſuing Diſcourſe * 
The conſtituent parts thereof, T wo-fold, viz. 
Clergy and Laity. gs 3. Each of thefe 
had their particular Funttons, and both 
their joint Offices : Three things on which 
a great part of the following Diſcourſe de- 
pends, propoſed to be handled, viz. The 
Peculiar Aits of the Clergy, The Peculiar 
' Aﬀts of the Laity, and the Foint Atts of © 

\ them both. & 4. The Peculiar Aﬀts of the - 
Clergy proponuded tobe diſcuſſed according 
to their ſeveral Orders : Firſt, of the Bi- 
ſhops: A View of the World as it was in 4 
ſtate of Heatheniſm; at the firſt Preach- 

B | 4ng 


Ve 


' 


2 | The Conſtitution, Diſcipline, GC. 


_n 


ing of Chriſtianity, neceſſary to be con- 
frder'd : Where the ApoStles planted 
* Churches, they appointed the fir Converts 
to be Biſhops thereof. s 5. But one Biſh- 
op in a Church : The Orthodoxneſs oft the 


Faith proved from the Succeſſion of the 


| Biſhops : The. Titles and - Relation of the 
' Biſhop to his Flock, 


% 


S I. HAT we may give the more 
| clear and diſtinct Anſwer to 


this Important Query, it is 
neceſlary, that we firſt examin the Pri- 
mitive Notion of the Word Church, upon 
the due apprehenſion of which depends 
the Right Underſtanding of'a great Part 


. of our following Difcourſe. 
This word, Church, as ih our modern - 


acceptation, ſo alſo in the Writings of 
the Fathers, 1s equivocal , having diffe- 
rent Significations according to the diffe- 
rent Subjects to which it 1s applyed. 1 


ſhall - not here concern my ſelf” abour the ' Þ 
Derivation of the Word, or its Original | 
Uſe amongſt the Heathens, from whom ? 


BED OPHPEE on IEA, 


it was tranſlated intothe Chriſtian Church; : 


but only take notice of its various Uſes 
amongſt the ancient Chriſtians, which 


were many, as. 
| 2,” | 
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" of the Plimicive Church. E 


].:1t is very often to be underftood of 
the Church Univerſal, that is, of all thoſe, 
who throughout the. face of the whole 
Earth profeſſed Faith in Chriſt,, and. ac- 
knowledged him to be the Saviour of 
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Mankind; This 1- 


/reneus calls, * The . 


Church diſperſed thro? 


the whole World to the 
ends of | the Earth, 


and ? The Church 
ſcattered in the whole 
World. And Ongen..: 
calls it, 3 The Church 
of \God under Hea- 
ven, This, is that 
which- they called 


_ Euſeb, li. 6. 


. SMARNT hy #9 
Ang TMs 01XBEPNG SS 
Temay Ths ys 
a rag/t/n. Lib. 1. cap.2. 


"P53 


0 UKANTIE I GAG 
$07.0 N87 mewn. 
Lib. ps 3. 36. 
'H Vow FT F. £2209 eu 
zAnoia Ts Ogs. Apud 
C. 25. ÞP:+ 
226. | - we 


the Catholick. Church, for Catholick ſi 7oni- 
fies the {ame as Univerſal. Thus Polycarp 


prayed for + The Ca- 


'tholic Church through- 
out the World, And 


in this Senſe Diony- 
ſtus\Alexandrinus calls 
the perſecuting Em- 
peror Macrianus , 
5 a Warrier againſt 
the Catholick, Church 
of God. 


B-2 


, when he was ſeized by his Murderers, . 


*IT&os Ths x71 THY 1K u= 
lu XL ION HS CHA 
Glas, Apud Euſeb. lib. 4. 


cap. I5.f.131, 


5 Tys x4 nns Oc 
ecHMiAnTias meu. 
Epift. ad Hermam.. apud 


Euſeb,' lib. 7. c.10. þ. 
256. 
II. The 


4 The Conftirution, Diſcipline, 8c: 


Il. The word Chmrch is frequently to 
be underſtood of a particxlar Church, that 


_ 69%  aASnbe rt Corres. - ann GOO I EB we 6 4A aaes WA: 
_ - - _ 


/ 


is, of a Company of Believers, who at 
one time, in one and the ſame place, did 
aſſociate themſelves together, and concur 
in the Participation of all the Inſtituti- 
ons and Ordinances of Jeſus Chriſt with 


| their proper Paſtours and Miniſters, Thus 


Ireneus mentions 
5 Ea quz eſt in quoque that Church: 5 which 


- loco RA Lib,2,c.56. 5c in any place. And 
IM ſo Dyoniſins Alex- 


andrinus Writes, that when he was baniſh- 
ed to Cephro in Ly- 
7 Tloaan  cuendvun- bia; I there came ſo 


oy nav cntangic. 4 many Chriſtians un- \ 


pud Euſeb.lib.7. c.11. p. 
259. 


Church. Tertulljan thinks that, * Three 
® Ubi tres, Eccleſia eſt. were ſufficient to make 
Exhort. ad Caſtitat. p. 4 Church, In this 
> EE ENTIIM ſenſe we muſt under- 
prian.bpiſt 3r s 32. 70. ſtand, 9 the Church 

of Rome,” the Church 


"ExkAnoIa Th voy op 
cpwpey- Ignat, ad Smirn. of Smyrna 5 _ the 


Church of Antioch, 


' to him, that even 


P.1 
* Thd bnnanoies Td 7 p.- Cpprch of A- 
thens, the Church of | 


ty 'Aytoy c1.Jdem Ibid. 
8. 


there - he had a 


Ci” De RG CH IIREAT REA 2937 bi 


P- 
” ExxAnoian Adluyn, Alexandria , or the | 
i ArCerdeciz.Origen ' Chyrch in any other 


contr, Celſ: mlib. J-c.129, ſuch | 


- rr 
by 
- 


Church, So the Cler- 
gy of the Church of \g, 


of the Pzimitive Church: 5 


ſuch place whatſoever, that is, a Congre- 
gation of Chriſtians aſſembling all to- 
gether for Religious Exerciſes at Rope, 
Antioch, Smirna, Athens, Alexandria, or 
ſuch like places. | 


HI. The Word Church is fometimes 
uſed for the Place, where a particular 
Church or Congregation met for the 
Celebration of Divine Service. Thus 


Paulus Sameſatenus the Heretical Biſhop 


of Antioch ordered certain Women to 
Rand + ir the middle F pe ES ; 
'of the Church, and Ev u&On Th exKAlTIg. 
.  Epiſt.Synod, Antioch. apud 
ling Pſalms in his Euſeb. lib.7. cap.30.p.281. 
Praiſe, ' So Clemens 2 | 
Alex andrinus adviſeth, that Men and 
Women ſhould with all Modeſty and Hu- 
mility enter. 5 znto the 
J 5 'Ea? ol innanciay. 


Padag. lib.z. cap. 11. p. 


Rome in their Letter 
to Cyprian concerning the Reſtitution of 
the Lapſed, give as 
their advice, .5 That 
they ſhould. ouly come 
wb Threſhold of the _ 
Churchedoor ', but not 
go over it, And in 
this Senſe is the Word frequently to be 
| B 3  _ under- 


Apud Cyprian. 
Epift.31.S 7. fp. 71. 


6s Adeant ad limen Ec-. 


Gow." 


0 Th Conftirntfon, Diſeſpliee, 8c. 


| -  bnderſtood in: Ter- 
De aire adverſ. tullian, * Origen, and 
Hgret. þ. go. De Corona / others , - to- recite 


Militis,p.336. Atta very 
often Fx his Book De Vir- whoſe Teſtimonies 


ginibus Velandis. at large would be 
- De Orat. $ 20. 2.132. both tedious and 
| - "25%? moos. 


TV. T find the Word Church once uſed 
by Cyprian for a Colleftion of many par- 
ticular Churches, 'who” mentions in the 
9 In Provincil Africa & hs ond 
Numidia Eccleſiam Do- FP Africa ind Numi- 
—_— dia. EHMe I do not 


| remember, that ever I met with it in this 
Senſe, in any Writings either of this, or 
the reſt of the Fathers : but whenever 
they would ſpeak of the Chriſtians in any 
Kingdom or Province, they always faid 
in the Plural; The Churches, never in'the 
Singular,. 7' be Church of ſuch a Kingdom 
or Province. Thus Dyoniſius Alexanari- 

us doth not fay the 
*A; ms Riaruas tus Church 1 but the 


zAngiev. Apud  Euſeb. Churches of Cilicia, 


lib.7. 6.8. P.251. 
OT PORN DES And fo Ireners men- 


* *Ar & Tegwaviau ix- tions, * The Charches | 
Andie oy Tis Tenei that were inGermany, | 


aFy ey Remote, x7! Tas 
*Arv@amAgass os tae Aus. Lib.1. c.3. Þ. 36. 
Spainy 


, | 8. WP" 


<4 4 4 OQa | as 


© LT 8 


of the P2e mitſbe Churth. 


7 


Spain, France, the Eaſt, Egypt and Lybia: 


So alſo Teriwllian 
ſpeaks of the?Church- 
es of Aſia and Phry- 
gia,and + the Church- 
es of Greece. And 
ſo of every Country 
they always expreſs 


the Churches thereo 


ber. 


3 Eccleſus Aſiz & Phry> 
gie. Adverſus Praxeam, 
p. 314. rc 18 
+ Per Grezciam Eccle- 
ſie. De Virgin.Veland.: ps 
386. | | 


f in the Plural Num- 


V. The Word Church frequently OC- 


curs for that, which we commonly call 
the. Inviſible Church, that is, for thoſe, 
who by a Sound Repentance and a Lively 
Faith, are actually intereſted in the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt : According to this ſignifica- 


tion of the Word 


Tertullian, when he 


ſays:;that Chrift had 
5 eſpouſed the Church, 


and, that *© there 


was a Spiritual Mar- 
riage between ChriSt 
and the Church. And 
that of Irenexs , 
7 That the Church 
was fitted according 
to the form of the 
Son of God, And in 


muſt we underſtand 


5 Chfiſtns fibi- ſponſabat 
eccleſiam. 4dverſ. Mars 
cion. lib 4. p.196. 


© Spirituakes :nuptias Ec- 


cleſiz 8& Chriſti. Exhort, 
ad Caſtitat. p.455. 


7 Eccleſia ad figuram 1- 
maginis filii ejus coapte- 
tur. ' £:6.4..72. þ. 308 


this Senſe is the Word oftentimes uſed 


B 4 in 


wy 


/ . 
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in others of the Fathers, as I might eaſi- 
ly ſhew, if any one did doubt it. 

VI. The Word Church is frequently to 
be interpreted of the Faith and DoCtrin 
of the Church. In this Senſe JIreneur 

EY prays, That the * He- 
* Converſos ad eccleſiam reticks might be re- 
Dei, Lib.z, c.46. p.229» claimed from their 

Hereſies, and be con- 
wverted to the Church of God, and exhorts 
all ſincere Chriſtians not to follow He- 

reticks, but to 9 fly 

9 Confugere ad Eccleſi- #0 the Church : Upon 
am. Lib.s, c.17, Þ.342- Which account He- 
reticks are ſaid to 

have left the Church, as Tertwllian told 


* Marcion, that when he became an He- 


= = 42 SPSS 


retick, * he departed | 


" Ab Ecgleſil Chriſti from the Church of | 


receſſiſti. D Chri- : 
fti, me .. FN 46 Chriſt, and their 


Hereſjes are ſaid to : 


7 

i 

. 
" 


£ 


be diſſonant from the Church, as Origen ' 
writes, zhat the Opinion of the Tranſmi- | 
* 'Apxbreror 7h; wxan- Bration of Souls, * 
ones. Comment. in Mat. Was* alien from the | 


Tom.13. p.304. 0.1. Church, 
There are yet ſeveral other Significa- 


tions of this Word, though not ſo uſual | 


as ſome of the forementioned ones, nor 


ſo pertinentto my Deſign, ſo that | might | 


juſtly 


2 


; 


( 


F 


Y 


aA 


5 


'Y 


of the Primitive Church, "9 


juſtly paſs them over, withont ſo much 
as mentioning them : But leſt any ſhould 
be deſirous to know them, I will juſt 
name them, and then proceed to what is 
more materlal. 

Beſides then thoſe former Significati- 
ons, the Word according to its Origi- 
nal Import is alſo uſed for any Congre- 
gation,in general ; ſometimes it is apply- 
ed to any particular Set of Hereticks, 


[4 


as Tertullian calls the 
Marcionites I The 
Church of Marcion : 
At other times it is 


3 Eccleſiam ſuam. Ade. 
verſus Marcion. Lib. 5. 
Pf. 255» 


attributed to the Orthodox in oppoſition 


to the Hereticks, as 
by the ſame + Ter- 


tullian : Sometimes 


it 1s appropriated 
to the Heathen Aſ- 
ſemblies, as by 
5 Origen , at other 
times in Oppoſition 
to the Jews it is af- 
cribed to the believ- 
ing Gentiles, as by 
6 Treneus : In ſome 
places it is taken for 


. \ 
the Deputies of a 


4 Hzreſes Ecclefiam la- 
ceſſentes. De preſcripe. 
adverſ. Heret.p.69. 


5 *ExxAnazatrs Send ai- 
, Y--x \ \ 
{400 Ov, X%, LOA 4m), - 
& I) xcov.” y Contra wh 
lib.3. p.128. 


5 Ea que ex gentibus 
eſt Eccleſia, Li6.4. c.37- 
P.271, : 


Par . 


9 *Ag mi open Vuts dm 
Suverns dua mis vu 
mupsTals ts MKANTI> 
ats Ts Os. Ad Phila- 
aelph. p.52. 


xo 'The Conffſtutſon, Diſcipline, 8c. 


Particular Chnrch, 
as in”? Ionatins, In 0- 
ther places 1t ſignt- 


fhes the Aſſembly of 


the Spirits of juſt 


Men made perfect 
in Heaven, which we commonly call the 


ChurchTriumphant, 


as in * Clemer?s Alex- 
andrinus. Once I find 
it denoting the? Lai- 
ty only, in oppoſi- 
tion to the Clergy ; 
And once ſignifying 
only * Chriſt as the 


* 'Ouegyiov eurxAnciaey. 
Padag. lib. 2.c.1.p. 104. 
9 * Emoyomo % Ilpes- 
BUTeegt, th Atetovoty 1; 
al MKANTION Ts Ore, 
Apud Euſeb. lib.7. cap.3o. 


?. 279. 
* Eccleſia vero Chriſtus. 
Tertullian, de panitentia, * 


382, | 
Np: ful. 


$2. But, the uſual and common Accep- 


tation of the Word, and of which we 
mult chiefly treat, is that of a Particu- 
lar Church, that is, a Society of Chriſti- 
ans, meeting together in one 'place un- 
der their proper' Paſtours, for the Per- 
formance of 


exerciſing of Chriſtian Diſcipline. 

Now the firſt thing that naturally pre- 
ſents its ſelf to our Conſideration, is to 
enquire into the Conſtituent Parts of a 
— Particular Church, or who made up and _- 
compoled ſuch a Church, 


In the gene- 
ral 


Head of the faith- 


eligious Worſhip, and the 


YC - tn of Fl I - 
UE. At 37 


 w 


TOE SONY OT RT} 
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tioned by + Clemens 


of the Ptimitive Thurch. -- xx 
ral, they were called - | 
"Exaex]ot, the * Eleft, : Epiſt. Eccleſ. Smirn. ad 
2 the C alled and Sans ' Eccleſ. Philomil, 'apud 
ified by the Will of - Euſeb. li.q. c.15.p.134. 
God. And in innu- * nreis _ 2e meaeui 

yois y NrAnudal: Ott. 
merable places they cm. Roman. E5:ift.1. ad. 
are called *Afrage? , © Cor. pi. 
the Brethren, becauſe 
of their Brotherly Love 'and Aﬀettion ; 
and T1}, the Faithful , in oppoſition to 
the Pagan World, who had no Faith in 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, nor in the Promiſes - 
of the Goſpel, But 'more particularly we 


. may divide them into two Parts; into the 


People that compoſed the Body of the 
Church, and thoſe Perſons who were ſet 
apart for Religious and Eccleſiaſtical Em- 
ployments : Or to conform to onr ordi- 


| nary Dialett, into the Clergy and Laity, 


which is an early diſtinCtion, being meh- 


Romanus , and after # Tos iegeGom NG 5 . 
him by $ Origen, and Tor®- @eoStimau als '6 


. þ} 2” AC," 
:Aetx0s  avywemns mois 
ſeveral others. _ Te ev 


iJerac, Epiſt. 1. ad Cor: f.53« * Homil. 11.78 
Ferem. pit13,014, Pol.1.: | ; | 


S 3. Each of theſe had their Particy- 
lar Offices, and both together had their 
joynt Employments, to all which I ſhall 

—_ . diſtinly 


C 
my 


- 
& 


condition 


Y pit Fray pngren pd: Chor alle 
: from God, and the true Worſhip of him, 


lauding their own bruitiſh-Iaventions,, | - 

|, mndloringes God whatever *their cor- . 
Reaſon and filly Fancies propoſed "2 

.to- _ as Obje&s of Adoration and Ho- w-; 3 
mage. "Into this miſerable ſtate all Man 2 
"the Fews, had wilfylly -caſt/ £0 


—_ and-had- not Chriſt the-Son_ 
of -Rightcouſneſs enlightned-them., they - 
' would-have continued -in that loſt _ 
, blind "condition-'to "this very. day 
- our Saviour" having"on his Cro "Tri "1. Y 
wn Sy. Principalities and Powers, | -— > 
before lied" Yul'd cifeftually in the Hoa. 
then:World ;+ and being aſcended into- _ + 
Heaven, and Gr ins ar theRight Hand: | _ 
- of 'the Father, on day of Pentecoſt 
he ſent down the Holy Ghoſt 6n bis Apo-: . 
Mes andDiſci rigs who were then aſſem-= 
. bled at Fern ving. them thereby _ 
with the Gift .of Tomas and: wor 
Miracles, and both” commiſſionating* at 
firting\ them for the Propagation "of his | 
Church: and King 
yed- this Power 'and Authority 
bighy went forth _ the Goſpel, | 


Ar: 


ren 
EY 


RES) 6 SE ae _ AD 225 rect p , : "*3p4 © 
"<S . 2 2507 g's 
ors. 
" 
Wiſeſpline Se. = 
| : * . { : 
, 


-mdthen to.the Gens 1 
Kingdoms and rovinces ; 5 rhe as the. 
» +72" Apoſtle Pax faid, *Their | 
Roos: 'To:; MY ; Sornd: went" into. al the. 

'- - >. earth; and their mords wnto 


the ends ET every one* taking 3 | 


. particular; part of the World for his pro- | 


L per Province, to make: known-the joyful :} 


_. Chriſt therein. :Thus'St. Andrew;princi- 


pally preach'd the Goſpel"in Scythia; St. 


 .. News. of Life :and- Salvation through 


" Bartholomem:in India, St. A catheS '1n Par- ; ; 


this, St. Fobm in the Leſſer Afia, and: all * 
_  thereſt of the Ap poitles had their parti- 


cular. Provinces. Aliotfed them, wherein 


mortality through Jeſus Chriſt, conſtitu- 


_ ting the firſt -Converts' of | every.'place ; 
. through which they paſſed, Biſhops and * 
X a wort of "OO Churches which they 


-there gathered... So 


._ 20s 


X. Ked ne faith Clemens Roma- 
T TKOTE E 
$:4 P85, Epi I. ad ms, The Apoitles 


0, TEL __ WT Weng forth preaching i 


in City and Conntry, 
Z eppoining the Fig Fruits of their —_—_— 


they went forth preaching the Goſpel ; | 
-and 'as/ they came to any City, Td 1 
— Village, they publiſhed to the Inhabitants | 
" the bleſſed news. of Life and Im- | 


% 


cy they had placed them, whilk oh 
ah ey ba paſſed [ws planted other | 
Churches,. and placed, Governors. OF 
4 then. Thus WA. 
* Turtulian3 Clemens }. mirnzorum.E 

| was ordajned_ Biſhop Jotare _ 

| Roos My. « Pe- nanorum- Citinentem 
ofa 4 4 Polycarp Petro ordinatum. Depres 
of Smirpa by ſerips. jy 9s Harery, bs. 

of Joky, . . 


>” Whither in the apttolick and 
Primitive days,. there were more Biſhops 
than one. ina Church, at firſt ſight ſeems 
difficult. to reſolve : That the Holy Seripe 
: tures and: # Clemens TIT 
Romuanys {anention. + "P momuaxbarhe ole. the 
ny in oneChurch, £44) 01s vaay. RA 

is certain: And 0; Con 

the other hand it is - © 

as certain, that, Topatins, Tweddla,. cy 
prian, and, the following Fathers. affirm, 
that there was and ought to: be -but. One 
in a Church, "Theſe Contradidtions way 
at. the firſt view . ſeem Inextric :-3- bu. 
oe the ls 8 g Account il recon- 
all rhek: AGBIng: Dial, and 
* withal 


F Me 
* IX I; _ 
COIN 58 0 * Ly 
wx ly 4 
©," - 2 C 
% 


= 


- ſtant Praftice of the 


EY 


POetY ee 45,75 0 ORTy wo ? ' 4 
” The Diſcipline, & .- }- 


withal afford us 2 fair and eaſie-Concep- - 
tion of the difference between'the Anct- s 
ent. - Biſhops and Presbytets. | 


\, +7 ſhall then lay down as fore, that 8 
there was' but one Supreme Biſhop in & | 


lace, that was the 5 'Eniozor@,, The Bi- | 
"ny by way of. Eminency and Proprie- | 
Tie proper Paſtor and Miniſter of | 

his Pariſh,” to-whoſe Care and Truſt the 
Souls -of that Church or Pariſh, : over 
which he preſided, 'were principally and 
more immediately committed. » So faith 

Cyprian, 5 'There'ss 
6 Unus = Bobs od = one Biſhop in -# 
— $6. pa3s... urch at a time. | 

.. And fo Cornelius 

Objeas to Novation, That be did not re-". 


' member, * that there | : 


: ©'0ux ankle He 835-- olght to be but one Bi- 
—_— oe as nds" ſhop in "a Church. -/ 
oy ens” 25a” And throughout rhe | 
 Euſeb, kb.6. ©43-p- 244. whole Epiſtles of - | 
| Jgnatws, and the | 
generality of $ ſucceeding him, 
we find but one fy Biſhop in a Church, 


whoſe Quotations to IP purpoſe would | 


be fruitleſs to recite here, ſince the con-: 
niverſal Church 
confirms it, and a great part of 'the 
mane Diſcourſe will Clearly Ilvſtrate 

| Only ' 


Only 


the-Orthodox we 


ty of © that-of the 
Hereticks, * Ler them 
demonſtrate the Ori- 
Linal of their Church- 
Es, as Ti ertllian chal-: 
lenges: the 'Marcio- 
tes and other He- 

reticks. ;. Let- them 

turn over -theOrders of 


their. Biſhops, and ſee,' 


whether they bave had ': 
= >. acceſſion, of- Biſhops 
from anyone who was 
 Conſtitated bythe: Apo= | 
files or Apoſtolickmen': 
Thus | the truly Apo- 
flick Churches ne 
45" the” Church: 
Smirna / has Poly. * 
. carÞ there Placed by A 
. Sr, John',-. and the 
yp Church of home Cle- 
ment > ordained- by 
mn ter 3; 5 . and other 


ben 


it Fug not ns 1 re- 
markehis bythe way, that by the Hah 
ox:Succeſſion of Biſhops 


ops who were Ordaine! 
wont to? 


| Succeſſion of their Faith, and. 


"from choſe Biſh. 
by the Apoſt 
rare, 

he Nova 


"© - by 


* Edane' vriginer ecclef | 


: evoly 


Fee 
ordin 
Frames, al 3h ucceſ- 
fiones ab i initio decur- 
Bo we ut: primus ille 
epiſcopus aliquem ex A- 
- poſtolis vel Apoſtolicis 
ne Whey 
everaverit, 
poo autorent &an- 
rem... 
Fins Ecclefiz Apoſto- 
'Jice* Þ ny ſuos def. . 
rant, 1icut Smirneorum 
ia habens Polycaz. 
—_— ohanne conlo 


inde.” uti toe 
eos ab lot, in E: 
tum Coping, 
ici ſeminis tra- 
Aves habeant. De Pr e- 
rh adverſ, Heres. p.. 
78. Ae OR 


| Churches 


i Diſcipline Fs 


Clonelgs ca tl who were ardvjned: Biba 
Over them by the Apoſties, and who have bee | [- 
| 08 FN: to: og very. day. So alſo - 
fays Irenexs, * We 
"Kat wg challenge. the 'Here-. 
\ [ticks to that Traditi- | 
:” ..0n, which 'was han- | © 
' I hy" the A = 


$689:1790, -- - ts poſtles. by the aveceſſ: | 
070 Bijhops. | 

bY ops. chan) Andi in the * next. | 

"ns Book, the. aid Fa- | 


HE Hee us 2 AW of the Biſhops | 
of» Rome till his. days, by, whom- the true # © 
Faith was ſucceſſively tranſmitted; down' . | 
| from. the. Apoſtles; :in which Catalogue # | 
wn we find but -one-- Biſhop. at a time, and 
__ as hedied, fo another ſingle Perſon ſuc- | 
_ ceededhim in” the Charge of | that Flock ; 
or Pariſh. 
--..So- that this Conſideration © evidedcs b:: 
alſo, that there was but one Biſhop ſtriQt- 
of ſo called, in a Church at a :thme, who 
[ " _ ws p yy his Þ 
ore oves, & fi- FIOCK, 3 4s 4 PAaſpor to 
CA et hisSheep,and « Parem | 
p99. . ns to bis Children. The 
\ Titles of . this Su- 
preme Church-( Officer are moſt of -_ 
y TECK= 


— bein of) — x. —"T —"_" = — = "- 
MERE 38 FF” SOS bs i en Dor 


_ 

riſtes, Sacerdos. Dy oo 
S 5. pe 208, 
And ts is o_ > 


- which in the 19> 
lations. ROS G the dra a 

by The as — Ef tadrry 
rt 'Amoy xgAy xgAvnL06. De , 


hin is. which 


| Oratione, S 39+ Þ. 3+ 


o 


- 
/ 
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Offi FE Poter and Duty, of both 

which. we.ſhall. ſomewhat treat, after - 

we. haye diſcourſed of the Circuit and. 

- Extent of his Juriſdiction and Superinten- | 

| dency, which ſhall.be the Contents of the 
Teak. Hofer 
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CHAP. n. b 


s 1: 4 but « one. - Biſhop is Clutch, -{6 raed 
one Church t0 4 Biſhop. The Biſhop” s Cure}. 
never call'd 4 4 Dioceſs, but uſually 4 Pas 


X Tiſh, 220 larger than AR Pari s. S 2. De-/ 


- monſtrated by. ſeveral Arguments." $3. A 
4 Survey of © the extent of ſeveral Biſhop- |} 
" Ss as 'they mer? 4n "Ignatius. days, 
4 of. Smirna. . S 4. Epheſus. S. 5[Mag- 
.nclia...” g. 6. Philadelphia,” 3y S 7. 
7 rallium. -.s 8. The Big ioneſs of -the Dj- 
s oro ——__ $ 9: "of Rome.'S 19. 
.Of Car S Ii, A Refleftion 01 the || 
| Nexandgja. '$-12. Biſhops in. 
... Villages, $ 13- All the Chriſtians of # 
' Dioceſs. met together in one pee: cory 
Sy UW Jv God. 


o E 
FORM rd oO wor ery Ono ep eeoor s . 


Aving in. [the Fromeces "Chapter 
' ſhewn that there was but one. 


: Biſhop to a Church, we ſhall in this evi- 
dence, that there was but one Church: 
- to a Biſhop, which will appear from this. 
 fingle Conſideration, 0iz., That the an- 


cient Dioceſſes are-never. ſaid to contain 


- OLA the Plural,but only aChurch, 
if 


ON 


of oy pift.1. p.62. - ; 

> the Church of SMIC- * Smirnis Eccleſia. 7re- 
*na, * the'.Church in he 6.3. £171. _ 
Magneſia,#theChurch * Tr xxandtey Thy &- 
in Philadelphia, 5 tbe 7; 4” 8 8g 
Church, in_Antioch, + 'Exxxncig 75 $0f*y 
and ſo of: aay other - is FN Iaem,. Ba 
place er: ak Th Bel &y Tlw y 
the Chufc of, z 01.997 A v0 619. Jdem ibiden- 
ſuch a place. 245 


. -'Fhis was the common name 

_ - Biſhops Cure was denominated, the 
-himſelf being uſually called,  T he Biſhop 
of * thig'or that Church,as Terrullian faith, 
4 That Polycarp:. was... ob 
ordained: Biſhop |- of *.Polycarpus in-Smirnis 


. ” .eccleſia'confſtiratus epi(- 
the.C burch of. SMIr= copus. Irenews Hb; =o. 
na.: =, Jo BINS. © 1 EDT, 


_ --- As for" the- Word Dioceſs, by which 
'the Biſhops Flock is now-uſually expreſt, * 
| Tdonot remember «that: ever I found-it 
uſed in this Senſe by any of the Ancients: 
- Butthere is another Word, -ſtill- retained 
| Hy us,-bywwhich: they frequently denomi- 
F Þnated the Biſhops Cure,and that-is Pariſh: 
'|F So.in«the Synodical Epiſtls-of Trenews.to 
473 i883 7 ny | > Pope ©. 


276 th, hs : 
_ Euſeb, libs. heat a P. "Ei 
193+. p " hs 


2 Ti Wo? EarSyrte. 
mtggInias a 24-p.66 


a Fig-+y Eokop ME of the SR of the 


: as. By: 6:4 P73) z TL jexnc s i 


ID ol 'Ths "90 hogfas Saw: bathe Com 
Ft Milky Lib. c,23.p-144 of the'® Pariſh. of Gu 
EJs &7 JOrN | thagez and-ſo of th | 
$5. teu Lib. Is Biſhopsof chePariſh. 
P-259. » _ "es of ſeveral orhery} - 
"Churches ; by -that 
. Term PE. the very ſame, that well 
| now call a Pariſh, viz. a competent num- 
BE. +  'ber of Chriſtians dwelling near together, 
> +... - bng one Biſhop, Paſtor'or Miniſter ſet 
| -, © -<over-them, with'whom they: -all-merat} 
pac: . one 'time to Worſhip and ſerve God. This 
3 , "may be evin&d from the intent of the 
___- Word it lf,” which ſignifies a Dwelling} 
8 one by an her, as Gm 44G, oF 
ES . _ '-an Habitarion in-one a ſame place, 
Iz '- 15 ONO NEG Suviens © wn ehure 
” urc 


oe Primer Cure. 
MENNE that Pas” 1» 
"rite in Philomeli : Apud uſe. 064. uh, 
| - 0 packs hs BRIT 6-4. G. 
Siena And the Pits ; 
-of | Clemens Romanus is to the | 
' Church. of - God: - 
z Pariſhing © at Co- MEpiRt ad Cor. b- I; 
rinth,' 7691%,501 Ko- | 
"erdeythat is,dwelling or living'in Philoinj- | 
F humand Corintb 4 fo that a Pariſh is the 
F fame with a Particular Church, or afſin- 
gle Congregation ; which is yet more e- 
vident. froma Paſlage inthe Diſſertations | 
of - Apollonias againſt Alexander a Cata- ” 
yeian' Hererick, whereiti it is ſaid, - 
That becauſe that Heretick had been a 
a WR 
' # that Pariſh to | geq's oy 
be belonged would not its 3 ok LF z ale fo 
receive-. him , | that Apud Euſeb. lib, ART. 
is ,/ that particular. I Es 
Church or-Congre- 
gation to which he Saint; etela. | 
ded him from Communion becauſe of -his 
Depredations and Robberies; ſo that a 
Pariſh and a Particular Church: are Syno- 
nimons Terms,fignifyng, one and: o_ ſame 
| thing; andconfequently a Biſhop hay 
| but one; Pariſh+'under his Juriſdiction, 
could extend his GovernmenF no Gurther | 


4 x Zr ot 
+ DT” En Fa es WE 
. >, 


aſs. in Thing 


ſingle Con 


57 


following bi CL 


thaw one: as Fnge Go Congregation: 5 


a:Paril Af 


one, of the nw Salk aud Magnitude. | 2 | 


Ss 2, But - that the Biſhops Dioceſs: EX \ 
conted not the Bounds of a modern Pa-. 
riſh, and was the fame, -as-in. Naine, ſo | 
will appear from theſe : 
7ations, .AS4 
1+:All the People of a Dioceſs did eve- | 


ry/Sunday- meetall rogether -in'one place } 


to Celebrate Divja# Service,” 


—_ EY _ Gur 


| evyindion? wrem, Lol. 


2. 98. 
wes &y Parh 5 ito - 


x07 ©- « $663 77 TAN 


$56. Epiſt. 8d Smirn.g.6. 


3* Ajay Tar &v E571 a.” 


ygu 3% FnoiaTe. why 


Deg.orey Vas. Epiſf. ad 


 -PFralleſ. p.48: 


*, _ Ous EEop tay 22s 
TS GHTWTEETE bai- 
Tens +73. doe Thu mot- 


le "Hip. ad weTi0n "2s. ; 


$ Os 35 avid ia 


Sf £167 .0c. 0&9 84-7 


avFa7s. Epip, ad Phil 


bes 'P- 40. oy 


Sunday all- Aſſemble . 


Thys faith: 
--Þ uſt i ” Martyr, '* o On. 


rogetber inione Place; 
—_ «-; She "Biſhop 


5-36-. preaches and : prays”, 
for as1gnatius writes, 


2 Where the Biſhop 4s,-. 


there the People mu | 
be; and, 3 there-is.4 


nece(/it 


that we 40 nos . 
thing yy, 


ithout the Biſh-.. 


Op 3; ſince + it 4s uns. 
lawful to:do any thing” 


without? him ; ,for's 


F where the- Zafbunr-h 1s, 


there the: Sheep, ought 
m0 fi Coafre mherefore 
41 WW” 


[i 


hy ; but aſſemble 


imo the. ſame. place, 


that you may have one 
Prayer, one Supplica-. 


riong one Mind, and 
One Hope ; 1:-For if 
- tbe Mane of one or 
rwa:bave © ſo: great 4 


force,” how-much more 


, prevalent muſt that be, 


"_ is made by; the 


op' and the -whole 
pr eh, ? He thenthat 
doth: not-aſſemble toge- 
ther, us proud;and hath 
Condemned himſelf: 


' 0 evo f64_ aegrd 
* wit. Hoes ves» 


"P:33- 


bode wh, "0 
Wet for 63? 


ZAms. ch ad 


_ 156 [7 ins 
db 38 ror Tlw ious 
£3 X49 g, WAANID 17% 
x TROTy,. | 
EMKAlNGias Þ 21 uni be- 


X wr © -70 &y' 


-27& dv \ajpepare x; 
£auTy | NExEAYED, : $ oo 


yeamas PINE pdyors | 
5 Oeds dorms 
omedulouey Þ uv Wh ay- 


modes TW 


xbmTy, Ive 'S wev 7 


9003 eos N___ ad 


Epheſ.p.20. 


For it is written, God reſiſteth the woind, Let- 
us not therefore reſift. the Biſhop,” that we may 
be ſubje to God," So that theſe Paſſages -- 


clear 


prove, Thar all the Members of 


the Biſhops Church aſſembled together in 
-one'place to-fend up their common Pray- | 
ers tothe Throneof Grace, 'and to dif- 

charge: \thoſe= other Religious Duties 
which-were- incumbent on ther, which 
ROTO endences the BiſhopsChorch 


to 


THiows i 


did. - 


26 "The Cont | 
' to beno bigger than our ir Pariſhes 'Y forit. | 
_— had "been bigger, it would” have been- 
- impoſſible that -the.-Members thereof, ' 

ſhould have conſtantly aſſembled toge. ' 
' - ther i in one place, AS" id yy here they 


: Communion Table-in -his whole Diocefs, 
at which his whole Flock received the Sa- 
crament from-him,” | 


\ ,2*Np AEroe” 200 &; 8s 


. Gown Cr. Epiſt. ad 


Philad. £41; 


At this Altar the Biſhop 
Sacrament to 'his . whole | Flock at one 
writes 


( 


F 


I 2 Sacgamenti veritatem 
te omni pre. 


lente colehggmus. 
63.9% 12.p. I77- 


3 I NJ le 


Ipif 


tiny 1 | 


them by the Diaront, 


y-"2 


: There js but: one Als. 


tar, ſays Ignatius, as 
there 55 but one Biſhop, 
adminiſtred' the 


time. So 


Cj yprian, * We Cele: - 
 brate the Sacrament, 
the whole ome | 


being preſent, - 


thas it was in Juſt l 


Martyr's Days,* The 
Biſhop's whole Dioceſs 


day, when.the 
4 gave them the. Eucha- 


4 bh 3 and if anywere | 
abſent, ' he Fans \irro | 
Certainly that Dio- | 
vals could not be yy abate all uſually 


- Commun cated 


'2 The Biſhop bod buc-ns Altar or | 


. met: togethes: on Sun» | 


I”; 


FE +; 


' Task for the Deacons, had their Biſhop- 
rick cbntained more Chriſtiansin it, than 
 bne Congregation would have held. Fer- 


 municated at leaſt 


| eto Fe 75 RFATIps P40.” 
tha 


wanld Ho an an pe 


rullian writes, that in his Time and vow: 
ment of, the Lord's | prion 
Siypar foo neon £257 Dn 
Now in thoſe days and places they com- 


*three times a week, * Fid.de oratione,p.661- 
Viz. Wedneſdays, Friday s; and Lord's Days, 


_ which had been impoſſible to' have been. 
'- done, if the Biſhop had had InſpeQtion 
. pvyer more than-one Congregation, as is - 


obvious to..eyery ones Reaſon; for the 
Biſhop being Finite and Corporeal as well 
as others, cquld” not. be preſent in many 
places at once, but-muſt be confined to one 
determinated fixed place, in which alone 
| hecovid. adminiſter and diſpenſe the Eu-. 

- Gariſs: And fon: this Reaſon” it is, that. - 
3:t0. 3 Mig Techs xe F Owe. 


: _ _ is hd EOF OIID ES ans 2 he a - I. =, os FB VE > 
= 2.55 4 tho > hg! , : 5 £ 49677 FAIT, TR . 7 AY 
Bis 8 TR > Yn OY” ty TIES oy as 
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that is, | not to leave: the Biſhop. and 
communicate” elſewhere, -but)to partake 
of that fingle Euchariſt which ſum ad- | | 
— miniſtred by him : For as he proceeds'ts' 
fay--in - the - ſame# 
: Mo AoHts wy” 0a es me 
4 rr zY Bodyof our Lordfeſus 
7K BirwaG tit, Chriſt one pagers | 
tar, and one Biſbo 
As there was but, one Biſhop i ina Church, 
ſo there-was but one Altar, a Biſhop and 
an Altar being Correlates : 'So that to ſet = 
. up another Altar, was a Periphraſis of a 
-hiſmatick, or 6f one that cauſeleſly Fu 
 parated from his Tawful Biſhop,” and fatÞ 
Yo another, which was that they called 
_ Schiſm, as 'we- ſhall ſhew in its proper # 
Place. ; 7 "Thus Cyprian deſcribes a Schif-. 
a matick as one,.? char # 
> Conternptis. ep COP, contemns his Bi 
Da in agale Je leaves —_— 
aliud altare. De Unitar. God, and dares to ſet 
Eccleſia, $15. p.5oi. > aratber Altar */ 6 
, tAnd particularly he 
| brands Nivation as ſuch an one, becauſe | 
.3 be eretted 4 profant 
3 Profiatim altare' eri- Altar, that-1s,” an; 
ROIIDNES $8. 2. Altar in © poſition. | 
toithe Altar of Cor 
| nc his lanful A; + For, as he ſaith 
in 


[ 


- 


" Ahar : : i 
"Real he ls the Aivar that'i 1s "erated 
by Schiſmaticks, , againſt the One Altar, 


Aber prebons, in. 


_ of Their: lawhul Bi- 


Fin wich that-of 

Ignatius, 9 that 3 He >... 

that is within the Al- " 7 

tar 4s pure, but: be g TewGure 

that does any "thing "2 wa h65 
without- the *Biſbops, > ig ” BH: ad? well” 
Prieſts aud Deacons, p. 50. _ 

7 impure ; and ashe - , 
ſaysin another place, - * "Ear als Lirite 


Iv&445uets, USEPHITAX T2 
# -Whoſoever 'is- with- Tore 65 0. Es Pe par 


- ont the Altar, | © Pants - Epheſ po. 
the Creed of 'God.. | 

- 3. The other Sacrament” of Baptiſin 
' was generally adminiſtred by the Biſhops 
alone within their Reſpective Diocelles. 
So faith Tertullian, I 

, t 

; Before the Biſhop ne nos pan ay 
 bolo &p pompe. De Coro Mike.  Þ:336. 
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ne rennnce the Deol nd the Wark, keys! 
+ as Cyprian ſays, * The 


: Now. aif in Locleſia Biſhops onght only. ta 


licerebaptiza- 


50.3 $6. pazo.. Baptize: And to the. 


ſame effect writes | 
|  Fortunatus Biſhop of 
. Poteſtatem bapdand ' Thuicabori, that our , 
on- "Y 
.cil, Garth ref Cyprian, eng ants hep | 
(2445. | - 
power of. Bapth- 
x7, So that the Biſhops did ordinarily. | 
baptize all the Perſons that were bapti- 
zed in their Digerſes; _ punt is oy 
| now Ip I aiay ſay'/po that.t 
Dioceſſes were extended beyond the bulk 
of  fwge Congregations.- 
he Chur to Charity was Depoſi-. 
ted with the Bi op, who, "as Juſtin Mar. 


| -Apnde Hanger os. tyr reports, 3 Was fact | 


Tc TR ad Mev , common: Curator . 
mt; Art boo $7 #7 Qverfeer of all: the 
Alw airiay Ayes Orphans; Widows, Di- 


=y 
WT nds, ehn ſeafed, Strangers, Im- 


Tt Eayorg2%) &r\®5ymo1s pr 4 #. 


_ by, pol Et undue ward, of all thoſe that. 


wiveras. Apoleg.2. p. gg. were needy and indj- 


' gent. To. this charitable e Ignatius | 


"5 pH cbviſeth, + Palycar-' 

2 Epiſt.ad Polycary. p12, phi but of that ad- 
2,2 o5:5 ac, -mas halt be: 
rw! 


obſerve, 


That that. 
EE large, 


oe, where the Biſhop perſonally 
ved and ſugcoured all the Poor ok 
| ſadigent therein... 

. All the People 


of 2 Diocels: were 


preſent at Church Cenſures, as Origer de- 


STOR an Off ſender, 
appearing *.vefore 
the whole Church, So 


Clemens Romanus calls 
the Cenſures of the - 


Church 2? the "ag: 
commanded by. t 

multitude, - And 2 
the. two. offending 


 Subdeacons. and A- 
colyth, at - Carthage 


were to be tried 3 eg 
fore: the. whole people, 


3Tes meg nonedue av 


* Plebe-univer{i Cypri- 
an, once $2: vena 


&. Em? ions hs dnnany 
Tiag: Comment in; Marvh. 
Tom. IS. 335: Vol.x. © 


2/n 
4 


T8 TK Epiſt. 1.04 
Cor. 269. 


/ my 


' Ho Copies 
. re-admitted to Cormunton, they were to 


$500d, that except 20s ih, 


.6..No-O nders were. reſides” again = 
to tl eEugcbey Peace, without. the know- 

ad conſent.of the whole Dioceſs: 

writes, that before they were 


*plead their Cauſe 
before all the” people. 
And it was ordain- 
ed. by... an Africar 


= _—_ 


FIT: S + P30: 


in 


per of Death,/ar- an inſtaitancaj 
\Ferſecarion none ſhould: be received int 
| 4 tt a LF. Tl 
p et & conſci- *:x Out the knowley oh 
TT 9s Cy- "Py conſent j Ki , | 

Epsſs. 59-5 1: P- o 
"he 1 Sake... 


- When the vithes of a Church.1 wa # . 
aezd, Alt the People of that Churchi mg 
together - in one Place tochuſe a inep 
Biſhop. So Sabinus. was elected Biſhop gl 

- - "Emerita,. ike ta 
2-De univerſes fraternita- frage of all. the'i1 


ns ſuffragio, ” Apud v4 » therhood.; "whinitan 
ri Epi Py $6.7 | 
Tor PP Hfo- the. 


Mt - throughout all 7 | 
3 Apud. nos-quoque'& ca, * for the Biſhqpil 
| fere per'provincias uni- "be- chpſer pry 
Wha renerur,ut ad cam ſence” of the' Pew 
ella fon i. | And ſo Fabianss 
31 -; F. Rome, TR a tl 
"Brethren who": 


| 4. Fd 

Tee pre 38: Nagy &- Sher together” Fa " 

: SINE Yeo mwviag ive place for that. 07 

w” 7 Ts £xKAndiag end. Is -* ©Hha 

ord caingn, Apud FUL \j q 
Do _ 6, Ps 28. p 229, | \ "= 'F 

: -- 'Y 4 


8. At the Ordindtions v7 the Cle 
the whole Body of the ROO were Br 


ſent 


\ . 
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ferit. S0-an [{frican:Sym9d held Ammo 


258. - deterniined., 
= = That the Ordination . 
bn of AMinifter ought 


to be done with the 
knowledge, andin the 
'F Preſence of the People, 
ws - that the People, being 
al preſent-, _ er the 
ns Crimes of the wicked 
us -72ay. be deteted,or the 


Merits of the good de-. 


clared; | and; ſo" the 


ont 
$non ni{1,fu | 

Conſcien 
fieri oportere, ut plebe. 
,przſente, vel detegantur 


_malorum crimina, 'vel 


.bonorum merita p 
centur, 8: ſit 


. juſta 8& be que 
omnium _Suffragio -& 


Judicio fuerit examina- 
ta. Apud Cyprian. Epiſf. 
68. $ 4. P. 207. Pe, © 


all Ordination maybe juſt and Lamful, being ap- 
un proved by the Suffrage and Fudgment of all. 


And Bi 


F 


p Cyprian writes from his Ex» 


le to all the:Feople of - his Dioceſs, that 


os 2 it had; been: bis con- 
Wy Sant Prattice. in 2ll 
= Ordinations, to conſult 
4 hetr Opsrons 5 yy 
their common C ounſe 
to weigh the manners 


at and. merits. of every 


one; Therein imi- 
tating the Example 


23 of the Apoſtles and. 
"'F Apoſtolick Men,who 


Ordained none, but 


with 3 the: Approbation 
of the whole-Church. . 


Ad Plebem Univerſam 
Epiſt. 33-p.76. © | 


3 Suvtudixnonons The 
eXxKAndiag. mons. | Cle 
mens Romanus Epiſſ., T, 
ad Corp.s7. - 


D 9% 


4 rag —Y be was Q I. 


By avlick Letters Shin a one e Church 
Phe an were read before the whole Dit 
ceſs, Thus Coyrclins Biſhop of Ron " 
whatever Letters. he received: from Fe | 

| \ 5:58, "Coin: Bel] 
* Sanſtiflime arque am- always :, read them 
pliſime -- plebi legere. -,,, þ;; - - moſt holy a 
Grim. Epiſt. Fs. $21. mmex ous People: And 
pe EE. without doubt wha | 
4 Firmiljan writ > 
'* Ti angg1xly mie). E-, all the Pariſh of Mt 
pi. Kt pag och. apud tioch, they coulda 
. Euſeb. lib. 7. cap. 30. p. afemble: togeth 
_ =. » to read his Lett, 
and return an Anſiyer to it; dince , 
- find that i in thoſe-days one” whole Churd | 
* writ- 0-7 ''anoth i 
roo WxAnoia' TY mY whole Church, as! 


| aggation Þ aunt”, Ty -\ TRE WH 
SukAngie Te. oy i-Sal the C ho of Kol 2 | 
x&oy KbewSvy. Clem. writ to the: 


Rom, Epiſt.. Pt 'Corinth;- And: < Cy 
E-- Fe prian + and his whili 
| as awe wy "F] þ 
POT rn OD. == 
| « Lncins'v his. 
turn from Evita : we 
-< Laſtly, The whole Dioceſk of. t hh 
Biſhop | did meet all together t6/.manag 
Church-Afairs. Thus. when the 'Schiſa a 
of; —_ mus "in the Biſhoprick of Cat 
than 


\Thurrh, 35 
( was to bede- + Secmidurn irbitciaths | 
hg T6 p44 "107 quoque veltrum;ea.quz 
be ro tg, agenda lhe o 
we wW1 4 69pee, :; 1 Plitbem 
nd by the conſent of | 40 rg ring wy 
w # che Lach] Andwhen -- -- 4 
"ST there were-lome: hot Diſputes about the 
uy Reſticution,.of the Laplots' the end 
jan protniſed-his 74? > | 
whole Dioceſs,* that 
#t thoſe things ſhowld © FT... 
be examined before Plebirn Epi 12. s T. P- 
them, and be judged 37. | | 
ey "And ſo al- © 
fo, when they were to-ſend a Meſſenger 
to''any Foreign Church, all :the Peaph 
could meet together to-chuſe /that Meſ- 
 ſenger,as they:could # xu/orfiax: Picuovay: = 
in the * Chnrch of {ze Epif ad Philag, 
ph: 1p; _— £-45- 
'Now'put all theſe Obſervations foge: 
"* ther, 'and duly -<onfider, whether :they 
vF do not prove the Primitive. Pariſhes. t- 
 be'no' larger than our modern-ones. are, 
that is, that they had no more Believers 
or Chriſtians in them, than there are gow | 
in-ours: 1 do not ſay, that the Ancient 
Biſhopricks had- no larger Territories,or 
_ no greater ſpace- of Ground,”;than, our 
Pariſhes have, "On the-contrary, it is 
D : E- very 


36 The Conſtitution, Diſtipline, 8c. 
very probable that many of them had* 
- much more ; ſince in thoſe early days'of | 
Chriſtianity, in many places the Faithful 
might be ſo few, as that for twenty or 
thirty Miles round , they; might affociate | 
- together under one Biſhop, and make up'} 
but "onie Church, and that a ſmall 'one 
\ -too : But thisI ſay, that how large ſoe- Þ 
ver their Local Extent was, their Mem- 
bers made but-one ſingle Congregation, 
and-had no more Chriſtians in'it, than 
our Pariſhes now have ; for that Dioceſs 
cannot poſſibly be more than one ſingle 
Congregation, where all the People met 
together at one time, :Prayed together, 
| Received the Sacrament-together, aſfiſted | 
at Charch-Genſures together, and. dif- 
patched Church-Afairs together ; and. 
yet the Members of the Primitive Dio- 
ceſſes did all this together, as the pre- | 
ceding Obſervations. evidently. declare; | 
To that I might ſtop here; and-add no 


farther Proofs: to that which hath -been | 


already ſo'clearly proved FF 


S 3, But yet that we may more clearly Þ 
illuſtrate this Point, we ſhall demonſtrate | 
it by .another method, viz. By ſhewing | 
the real Bulk and Size of thoſe: Biſhop: | 
ricks, concerning whom - we' have any. 
: 8 | Notices 
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- -» of the Piſmitive Church. 37. 


_ Congregations. 
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Notices-.remaining on ancient- Records: ; 
and manifeſt,”'that ' the very largeſt of 
them were-no-greater- than our particu- 
lar Congregations are. - And: for .the 
Proof of this, we-ſhall quote the Wri- 
tings of Sr. Ignatias , . in whoſe genuine 
Epiſtles there is ſuch an account of the 


- Biſhopricks of Smirza, Epheſus, Magneſia, 


Philadelphia, and Trallium, as manifeſtly 
evidences "them to be but ſo many lingle 

As for” the Dioceſs of ' Smirna, its ex- 
tent could - not be. A 
very large ,* ſince * "Mn wats 34710» 


nothing of Church- Af- 67x 7) wegerirs il os = 


4 | y1%0 is Tho tay 
fairs was: done_ there 1x0y Twy bis Tp ; 


. | . Tlayyexein &- 
without the Biſhop ; he Siteats 25 fla vat 
baptized and \admj- *% 6+10x0mv _Jou F 


 niſtred the- Euchariſt, © dy aun; a 


00 OY 0 
and-none elſe could do is Ox thaa dr + 
it within his Cure. E520 Bu oSdv %coav. els 


| without his permiſſions 7% hows ny Batll- 


. 3 7 * 
wherever he was, hi Cerryury damrlu muy, 


| l FUSS IT, "A: 
whole Flock, followed ey, gpije ad anne 
him ; which - they - p,6. | 
might without any. 


Inconvenienc 's) Wo 
, | y GO, x ITuxySTegs UI 


ſince they * frequent- ya viawouy Epift.'od 
ly aſſembled together ;, © Pulycarp. p13, © 
as Ignatins adviſed — 


F 


j 


D 3 Polycarp 


38 The Condi iſidpline; & bee. | 
- Polycarp<the 'Biſhag/ 


mcendroyblurd "er - of this Church, 


Tovn Tels nv, D 


1 XA 
ic. Epift. 
p: "5. 


ad Loa 


SL iu acrois : 
4 thee: che Biſhop. of 

. .this' Church '*/ coidd. 
know his. "whole' my 


”_ Pies Pet: 3, 


ag 


Y [08 jarrtbotrs- * ; 
| Ts 6HT%0 Te 


ip mpr6iQeulhi dere, 


© chuſe faithful w/o 


2 4d wi! 
ergy + om 


{ 10 himſelf: ae ry 


convene bis Dialog 


Man to-feyd a Meſs. | 
ſenger 3nto Syria :' '$0- 


pevſenally thy 


Names, "Aide 


and charitably th 
all 3 with all meekneſs 
and ul \foward; | 
n-and Ser; 

ving-maidls, and Cha- Þ 
ritablyy *4 akin eare 
of 8he Widows within 
bjs*Dioceſs:, -permit-| 
ting 5 \wothiag 'to- be 


torr _ hi Privity.Infomnch © chat} 


one were married without hjs Z 
Now, how-all - theſe Þ 


wice and conſent, . 


Previous atk 


-things could be-done, how all this Biſh, 
pprick could meet to ether'i in one place, 


how the Biſhop, coul, 


perſonally know 


'all:the Members thereof-by their reſpe; 
, tive Names, even the meaneſt 'Serving- 
Maids therein, and permit none to be 


: Matrigd | 


+) on 
by F = >, PS n 
PEE Ire IE ON NE Pe. >, 


God in Chriſt :- And Uberefie” { 


_ ther in that one place, _ "©ntev9 , » eauny 


A A Cr i Tn IS Y, 86 I. 0-0” ID 5-0 0-0. 20+ hs. ly, 8. ID. 


——_ nichapk his awwlnd, oe 6d Afl- 
yice, without reducing this Diocels to: 2 


{ingle Pariſh, | I know got. 


$ 4 As for. the DiaceB of Epheſus, 


there was ut one. Altar or Cammuniag 


Table -in its whole Territory, at which | 
they aloqmmaieated together; whence | 


| ra are faid, * 


break the one ; El 2"Bya dem xady 
and ? he that was gk Epheſ. p rat 


pap ned wins ye 
without or rg JuTrecyeis,VereTor Te 


from that Altar, dee 78O68. Jie. Rok = 


ſaid,to want the 93 if 

of God. The Members alſo of this 
Church could all . meet together :in .one 
place, to ſend. up their joynt Prayers. £0 


F 
= it 
: + 
. » 
9. 


concen ay: ole > | , 
of that Dioceſs 3 who IE. 
did not aſſemble toge-- Be 0% ll 7 Pm 


with. the reſt of the - Stexewer: lbidem, p. 9, 
Members thereof , to 

ſend upther Prayers to Ged, as proud, [alf- 
conceited, and juſtly condenmable z becauſe 
thereby they deprived themſelves of that 
unconceivable Benefit, that would accrew 


| yoo or by Prag in.the Prayers. .of 


D 4 the - 


V 


© The Conficton,Diſepline &c. - 


the whole Church! : 
PE; 3» &0- 3 funk . 2 For if the Prayer. 
ex oxzrdbai mownlw of one or two hath ſo | 
= Fae A jeygls ag? great a force with 
ardons #XxAnTlog. my | God, how much more 
ad "Robef p:20. | prevalent muſt wy 
| Prayer of the Bi 
Ai the whole Church be? So that” i 
communicate together, and to pray ww 
ether, be the Marks"of* a” Particular: 
Efurch, then this Biſhoprick was one, 


” 


| . As for 'the "Church of Magne "s 
they all aſſembled with the Biſhop, 


ving but*oze Church, 

Y'Eje rad Jes. Epiff. ad and 3 one Altar * joyn- 
Magne, 3 [1 

5 "Ky aur. Ibi of; ing all togerber in one 


p. ” Prayer, becauſe 50 F 
4 Em 7 avm PIP i | have congregated elſe- ; | 


EAI. Jhidem p.33. | 
f 'Oon bourdihrrus 1 where would have been 


m0 uit Beals 1g] ir againſt Conſtience and 
Torn ouledegindac — Frecept. Now how # 


 tbidem-p.32. _ large ſuch aChurch Þ 

is,where there is but F 
one ; Meating: Place, and ofic Altar, Þ 
where all communicate and pray: toge- Þ 
ter, i is no hard matter to determin, 


F6. Touching the Biſhoprick of Phi : 
ode, its Extent may be gueſſed at by | 
this, 


= "sf the j Primitive Church: 4L 
this, 1 at the" Mem-- 


di #8, 
do nothing without the Piece. ry Pg if. 


Biſhop , ? who- being | #9 
bop Shepherd, wherv= ng neees Ape 
ever he was, they'were - ror Ibidem. p.49. 

to follow. "bim like 


3 p 3 Mi BuerSIe. Xen- 
Sheep, hays oing he eas 71 TmoTHELOVe Tbidem. : 


| Sacrament all rogether 40. 


him, * at that Re 'Ey 2u0 rage. "ou. 
one Altar belonging fo 'f-41- .. | 
their Dioceſs ; which | 
they might well enough do, ſince their 
Multitudes were'not ſo great, but that 


— 


.on other occaſions they could” meet all - 


together , as 5 70, *« 


| hoſes Meſſenger bs: # Xevgg]orio ar, Ird xorep 


656! "70 Tegs BeUTrar * | 
ſend to the Church at is neu tay Haden 


Antioch 2+ Syria.  p.45. 


'$7. As. for the Dioceſs of Tralinm, 
that could be no larger than the former 
ones, {ſince it had but: one Altar in it, - 
which was correlate toits own Biſhop; ; fo 
that to ſeparate from the Altar, was the 7 
ſame, as to ſeparate from the  BUlop.; : 
whence lonatins lays, 
that 6 He that is | oh O $yTvs Soubiveis d op 


within" the Altar is Suggs 1, T7" dv, 
0 Ae. TROTS ty » 


; Te40 buTiel 6 DI 1ax0vy DELWvT? *7O-s 19-9655 


$1 -Th avveidoe. Epiſt. ad Trallef. P-50. 


m_ h-atrag He * Ba tongs vithe 
povngs Bia, Poiits and. Deogane &% 


, "Now ter any imparcial.: Man | juc lee. 
whether all theſe Deſcriptions of theſ 
Ancient Dioceſſes. do. not forcibly can. 
ſtrain us to reduce them to the Rate b 
our modern Pariſhes, And if theſe wery | 
no greater, eſpecially. Epheſzs, at, which h 
place. St,..Paul preached: three years,.me 
have no. reaſon-to imagin., other 
| Biſhopricks where the. Apoſtles never & 
were, -or at-leaſt.neyer preach'd: @ long | 
rmounted their Bulk and Larg F 
: Ho long-it, was before theſe N ice 
ſwell'd into ſeveral preodoenmiogy is not 
amy bulinefs to determin.,- fince it hap» | 
+ Pened not within my preſcribed time | 
except in the .Church of. Alexundrie; } 
the Teafon. and manner whereof. ſhall be # 
ſhewn ina few Leafs more, after that | 1} 
T have more fully evidenced this Point, F 
by demooſtrating, that the greateſt Biſh- 
. .opricks in the World, even in the | 
Century; were no more than ſo many. 
ſingle Congregations: And if-this can F 
be. proved,.:it 1s:the ſolideſt Demonſtra- 
 tion:that can he /given : For the larger a. 
Church was, and the more time it had ta | 
fretle and increaſe Irs ſelf, the greater 
' - Reaſan 


wy” 


| Pio "thatzi ets 
| exceed all ochers.jn Nun ber 's and Diltu- 


frrenchs, » | 

; Now the four greateſt Dioceſſes, that 
in thoſe days were in-the World, are 
thais former of which,. duringthewhole 
three hundred years after Ghnilt, \neyer 
__ hed yes'into ſoveral. ,Particu- 
regations, thopgh aa oY 
arſhll be bergafier ſhewn. ba SN 
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68" As fy the Dioceſe FPS its 
anping were. po ſo frm —_— 
FEATS-:ALTET-: W ; 
meet all-in. pgs. 5 of which wethave 
this memorable Inſtance, tlidt when Pau- 
1us Samoſatenys., / the blevetical - Biſhop 
thereof, wasd d'by. a Senat;} | 4 
. that place, TE wes ſubſticoted 1 in his _ 
_—_ ' be re to | 3 
. the, Churches = 
Hor Till the-Em- 
perbe: ' Aureliay ,for- 
.ced. bum 'to* reſign * Ti 14a Diem. | 
-*-rhat Houſe :$0 that "— : 
for above 250; years _ Chriſt, the 3. =, 
whole Biſhoprick of -vtioch had but one 
Chart to vv God bh _ 
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| 74 The Conltitution,' Dilcipline, &c. } 
.- $ g. How large the” Dioceſs of Romy 
was, may be conjectured by - that-z --«»| 
| rr. All the People thereof could meet 
together to perform Divine Service, az 
ppears by that Hiſtory of 'a certain Cons 
feſlor called Natalis, who returning from 
the Theodoſian Herefie, -put himſelf into 

. the Habit of a Penitent, threw himſelf 

at the Feet of the Clergy and Laity, as 

they went into. their:Publick- Meeting: 

| gle bag place, and ſo bewail- 

'Iegomo dy my 2r7%- ed his Fault, * tha 

X goes a touny AcuKey, Tits — gf length the Church 
EromMeyager bY" wgg. rouched with 

taluor. Anonym. apud Eu- - C ompaſſion toward; | 

ſeb. lib. 5. cap.28. p.197. | bim. _—_ 


2, In this Dioceſs'there was but oneÞ 
Church or Meeting-place ;- for whenÞ 
I Spe baft Biſhop Anterins died, 
TRIES © Fake: Awe 
oe rior met together in the 
dior wnd £6. Church, to chooſeaf 
7, »  "Sneceſlory which 
ſtintion or nomination of place ; viz, Þ 
That they met in the Church, denotes | 
HR that they had but one Church all; for} 
| © _ - If they had had more Churches than one, 
* the Hiſtorian would have left us in the 
Dark, as to what Church they met in, 
| _ whether 


— 5 MM 
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- -of rhe Pulmirive Church!” 45 


whether in'St. James 2) St. Foln' $3 or St. 
Peter” % DIET 00 


3; 1n this Biſhoprick alſo they had but 
one Altar or Communion-Table,- as ap- 
rs from: a Paſſage:of Cyprian-, who 
deſcribes'the - Schiſm of MNovatian 2 
Presbyter of -\this 
Church , by * bis't= * Profimm ISP 
refting a ' Profane re. Epift.67. $2. p _ 
Altar, in oppolition Fr 
to" the * Altar of Cornelins his lawful 


Biſhop. 


© 4. The whole Dioceſs could concur to- 
gether in Salutations and Letters to other 
Churches. Thus concludes a Letter of 


the Clergy of Rome to the Clergy of 


Carthage, *The Bre- 
thren which are in | *Salutant vos fs 


Bonds ſalute you, and ſunt in vinculis,& Ps 


byteri, -& tota Eccleſia. 


the Presbyters,,' an c 
we whole Church. "%. $%s. ih EY ci 


I 5. Whatever Letters were writ to. 
4 Church, were read before them all, 


as It was the Cuſtom of Biſhop Correlius 


3-t0 read all publick, b-- 


Letters to his moſt. ho- * Sandtiſime arque am- 


ly and mot numerous peg plebi, legere te 
Flock, emper  literas noſtras, 


2-144. 


Cyprian. Epiſt.'55.S 21. » 
Laſtly, - 


< 


46 The Cujilttativn toi; "__ 7 
"id "The People” of this Dioceh 


met all together to chooſe a Biſhoyy 
when the” See? was Vacant. | 50/ 'upon; the. 
Death of Anony 

17 Fro" « miv-" © Ml - the” Bret 
WV. 6%, 5£xHAuTIS wet ther in th 
be nan pes ud Chur ehoo chuſe a Suts 
feb. bb. c0p.28. 2.229: ceſſor, "where all thy 
People”. unanimouſly 

choſe Fabianw, And: fo after the Death 
of Fabjarus, Cornelius was choſen Biſhop þ 
| of” that Dioceſs* by 

2 Cleri ac Plebis Sufft2 the Suffrage' of the Þ 


4 6 & 2 
10: pgs. et F Clergy and People E 


Now whether all theſe things put. 46 
gether, whether their having but one. 
Communion-Table in their whole Dio- 
ceſs., as alſo but one "Church, where 
they "all vfually met, do not unavoidably | 
. reduce this: Biſhoprick | to the Circumfes 
rence of .a modern Pariſh, I leaye every. 


Tt Man to judge. bi | y 


$ 10. Thetiext Dives to bevond ders 
ed Is Carthage, which next to Rome 'and 
Alexandria, was-the greateſt City in the- 
World; and probably had as many Chri- 
ſtians in it; -as either, eſpecially if -that | 
is true, which Ti enintlien inſinuates, that F 
| "wn 


* 
's .L » 
ct 


the 6b oe chanol. was. Chriſtian; 
for he- monſtrates to Scapivle- the Per. 
ſocdking, 1 of. Wh Ny ; | 
" xif be o W roy Ra 
tener Car- "os ifs actetbage 
ng, he = A * 
one the Tenth, part 456. Y | 
thereof... But yEE- 

how many ſoever-the Chriſtians of that 
Biſhoprick were, even ſome years. after 
Tertulliar's days, they were no/ more. in 
number, than there are now in our Pa- 
riſhes, as is evident from- Scores: of  Paſ- 
ſages in the Writings of Cyprian Ribay 
of that.Church, For, | 


6 
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; * The Biſhop of - BY PLD? C ” 
'F + that Dioceſs * $635} O optims no 

:” ſem. Cyprian, E $8. 

| My hes: 5 1.2. 90, | a 3 


P The Biſhop. of that Dioceſs' was 
| . the common..Curator of all the Poor 
'F thereih, relieving the Poor and Indigent, 
F paying 'of their Debts, and aiding the. 

neceſlitous Tradeſinen with, Mony to ſet 
up their Fradeyg:: :As.C Cyprian when he 
was: in his exil'd-State ,* ſent Caldonjns, 
Fivealanns, Rogatianus, and Namidicus to 

t Eee his 


i 


*%. 


rum ſulnpri ibus , & qui 


exercere , additamento 


| tum Gris efſer, de- 
Dn a fares. 
Idem tbidem. 


*p their Trades: | 


/ the Sacrament of th 


j 


> Sacramenti veritatem C 


fratrnitate omni pra- 
ſente celebramus. Epſt. 
63.S 12, pe 177. 


4. When C dleiag 
or Clerk by Cyprian, he Read from: 
the Pulpit , ſo that” 
3 All the People couli 
ee and hear him. | 


3 Plebi Univerſe. Epif. 
34 $ 4 2-81. 


- his Church ws : 
thage, * to pay off th 


ts of the indebte 
Members thereof, a 


to help" thoſe poor b] 
chanicks \'with 4 cone | - 
venient Sum of ws 


who were willing to 


if Cypriar's Dioceſs had 
conſiſted" of ſcores of Pariſhes, how'ma« 
'ny Thouſand Pounds muſt. he. have - ex» 
pended, to have paid off the Debts of 
- all the inſolvent Perſons therein, and 
to have afliſted every poor: Frader with 4 
ſufficient Stock to | carry'on his Employ: 
- ment? | 
'3. All the Dioceſs was preſent, when 

e 'Lord's s Supper 1 was 
adminiſtr ed.So- ſaith: 
ian, * We cel 
brate the $ acrament, 
the whole Brotherhood 


ing preſent. | 
as ordained Lear 


q 7 
\ 
\ 


In 


pt ln all the Peogle- 


has and none were admitted 
into Holy .Orders/without their Appr6- 


his conſtant cuſtony  * 


r in all Ordinations to- 
conſult bis, People, and . 
, with their common . 


Counſel ro meigh the 
merits of every Can- 
 didate of the Sacred 


' Orders. ' And there- 


. fore when for extra- 


ion, 28.is aſſured by Cyprian Biſhop of 
this Dioceſs, who, tells VS, 


that it was 


T In ordinarlontius 
ricis, fratres mibus Cle. 


ſolemus vos arite conſt 
le re, 8-780 I 


confilio Req "th 
33- Dry & Ples 


bem. 9.76. . 


ordinary Metits/he advanced. one: tothe 
Degree of a'Lettor 'or Clerk," without 
firſt communicating it to his pPet - 


_ writes from t his Ex- 


- It'd State * "ro bis 
whole Flock the Reaſon 
-of it. 


«+ & 7 


34- Pp. "Us | 


6. When that See was cane all the: . 


People met. together to chuſe*a 'Biſhop, 


Whence Pontius ſays, that" Cyprias was 


elettedBiſhop of this 


Dioceſs 3 by the fa- 


vour of the | peo 


ww | 
\ * Plebis 7 In vi 14 


people, : 
And Cyprian himſelf Oprieni, wr Hap eb 


- Sfp 5dges, that | 


5 
& 
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| i nr Y he was. choſen. by. 
fag mo; 99:6 Top /\. 1:the Suffrage WA - 
| =: yy - - bzs People. | 

th All the Prople 'of © this Dice k 
cul meet- together to'ſend Letters'ty | 
other Churches z an4nſtanice whereof” we 
have in that Ong Letter till extant 
” us which they 


s Iiteras Mitrirqus. 
d Cyprizn Eo. #8. 
| 'S$ 2. þ. 163. | 


21S Al-the- People. mere” preſent 


_ Wl Conievs, and 
3 Seamdum ve vi ra divi- 


Bit4o. Holes n rm. L. 
P. 92. | 


- the. Irregulari ole f i 
'his'$i CONS, AN ina his Acolyths; 
and about the Schiſm - of Fo mms, 
ures them, that as to: the former, » 
ever it ſhould pleaſe God. to, return - 
Lhe 3 4091 Lge! EX es 4 .#, OY a 
5 Epiſt. 28. $2: p."  bim. pa carl 
leagues, and bis whole 
Flock, Axd. as to the latter, that- lie 
+ IRbs 


wake 
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